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ABSTRACT

Rudy Wiebe's protagonists are typically known fbeirt initiation into the self-transcendence endeavo
their constant suffering, and their brave attempbtiercome unbearable crisis and innumerable oddgeofor survival.
Their struggle consists of their movement towardfecting a recovery in their troubled lives and itheltimate

transformation. In the words of St. John of the $8ro

For Soul to attain a state of perception, it haglioarily, first to pass through two principal kindg night...
the first night of purification is of the sensualrpof the soul, and the second is the spirituatp@0)

In the struggle of the protagonists for survivaldaschieving transcendence, the first night corregfsoto their
psychological development, while the second oraeglto their spiritual growth or their symbolictuen to their society
and religion. The process of development invollkesstage of purgation and purification which, Sthd of the Cross calls
the ‘dark night’ of the Soul while in psychologidalms, it is called Negredo. Rudy Wiebe'’s Big Bgees through the
purgation stage as reflected in his extreme sufgrboth internal and external, psychic plight,atgnship failures,
disillusionment and a series of many other paieferiences. The main thrust of the paper is towtight on the vibrant
and soothing chords of Almighty’s magic in Big Beaife amidst his suffering and disillusionmentighlights his way

and makes him stronger. Beseeching for God'’s nisrage aspect that makes Big Bear a deeply relgyaharacter.
KEYWORDS Purgation, Purification, Dark Night, Negredo, Trdasmation, Transcendence, Psychic Plight Etc

INTRODUCTION

Rudy Wiebe superbly animates a Christian visiofitémature. His experience, which is particulanhgiained in
Mennonite Christianity, is extremely impressivet his maturity and talent as a writer comes toftie through his art of
replicating and imitating the conscience of the &han West. Symbolism of conviction and belief e tultimate
existence of God is marked in Sweetgrass’s gestudedicating the treaty to The Only One. He isooéfd by the White
men regarding their promise of protecting the HaoffaVith this, his dream of establishing brotherliations and
understanding with the whites collapses. The bézamanner of the whites, in acting contrary to thgiomises, is
extremely puzzling to these innocent, gods- likéivea. Deceit and treachery, which according tirtverld view equally
belong to all men, are not their survival toolsuiegd on this planet. Simple and credulous Swestgsay to the Governor

Morris
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The Great Spirit has put it in our hearts that Wwake hands once more, before all our brothers. $piait is
above all, and under his eye every person is theeshhave pity on everyone who lives by the buwffal.l am thankful
when | feel the First One is looking on us bottbegthers. May this earth here never taste a whaa’'snblood. | thank

God | can lift my head, and when | take your hand tuch your heart, as | do now let us be ch@BB18)

Infiltrations and intrusion by the new, “gigantievilish men” into a very pious land of “the godiear-hearted
men” spells a doomsday for the latter. Rudy Wiedrmaarkably blows the trumpet of modernism to deatemative tunes
and destabilizes their smooth life. Signing thetyemeans getting entrapped in the evil designssaradagem created
strategically by the mentally and technologicallyperior whites. Big Bear has some inkling of th&inning designs and
regrets the decision of his people which can noteveked and altered, “Every man was blind wheningakhe treaty.”
He says before the advent of White missionariey there rich and had plenty of land, food and cloghiAlthough
pronouncing the names of the Queen, the Greatt $pid the Governor himself is a deliberate endeatdhe Whites to

execute their plans smartly, yet Big Bear failsitolerstand their tactics.

Big Bear is amazed and flummoxed by the lackluapgroach and sacrificial act of so many chiefs Bweeet-
grass, Big Child and Star Blanket as they hand thadr precious lands to the Que&overnor Morris tells Big Bear that
most of the chiefs have signed the treaty and nttalemarks. “They all agree it is goodr@QBB32). But Big Bear deems
it an unwise and unpardonable act to sign with@dussing with every single chief. “The land is doeus all so we must
all talk and agree”{TOBB33). Governor Morris adopts a different tacticsame and control Big Bear through this stern

warning:

Whether you make your mark or not, the white melh @@me. Whether you take a reserve or not whitdese
will take land and the Queen Mother will say itleirs. We can do nothing. White settlers will td&ed and the Queen
mother will say it is theirs. We can do no moressth words to which so many chiefs have set theikspan this leather,
are our last wordsTOBB33)

The gradual killing of the buffalo has made thedlampty. It is also empty because the Indian, big and his
prayer, is departing. ThHadian’s readiness to relate their whole existeeagh and every act to divinity, is undoubtedly
impressive. The land, which was a source of lifehion and his band, has been taken from them bwhites. It was on
this land that Big Bear used to run buffalo. Thadmlent and “Master Creator God” had gifted théen land- the breath

and heartbeat of their life, so that they couletbedte the beautiful fragments of life:

This land belonged to me. When | had it, | neverdaal your flour and pork... Before many of you weoenbl
ran buffalo over this place where you have put higding and white men ate the meat. | gave thehand as a brother,
| was free, and the smallest person in my bandasgafsee as | because the Master of life had givweour place on the
earth and that was enough for us. But you haventake inheritance, and our strength. The land iie tg, black with
fires, and empty. You have done this. And therothing left now but that you must help UBOBB398)

Tremendously rich understanding of common humanisiiéals and experiences, apart from analyzings#ife
from different perspectives, pave the way for RWdigbe’s protagonists to recover and transform tledwes from earlier
failures and collapses ultimately achieving theuisite standardfor survival. The predicaments of Big Bear resenmhée
condition of a Christian hero confronting a trigfdk@mptations- to sign the treaty, to take up aramg finally, to despair,

the greatest possible sin in Christian theologgady evoking an analogy to the three temptatiohClarist in the
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wilderness. Wiebe's Indians are no saints; theysarfell men yet capable of redemption.

Rudy Wiebe touches the artistic elegance and ntaturiincorporating the uniquely vital and religmelements
of life into his books. He voices his serious cancand gives due recognition and prominence tdriins and the Métis
who are considered as Canada’s minority cultures. Temptations of Big Beare unquestionably a commentary on their
past and their total dependence on God. Wieberriefeto the historical saga of Canadian West frt876 t01888 from
the Indian perspective, portrays magnificently trensformation of the beautiful prairie into suchaad which was
unsuitable for his people to livéhe Temptations of Big Bedrom the Whites’ point of view, are the magnificdate of
the powerful pioneers and from the Indian pointvigw, the saga of unfulfilled promises, of hardshipd starvation.

Throughout the novel, the loud trumpet call of destion of the native culture also rings ominously.

Big Bear, like a true patriot and a superb repriegee of the doomed society of Plains Cree Indiatoesn’t
succumb to sign a treaty, choose a reserve or nezegywhite ownership of the land. The Indians tbave the slightest
feeling and idea that putting the X’ marks wasignal of dire and dangerous consequences in the @drcrossing out
their own native culture and themselves. Big Baé#ier taking cognizance of the powers of the whitemies personified
as cruel, inhuman and smart colonizers extremedgrisitive to the feelings of the natives, striv@si¢hieve his goal by
adopting the strategy of resistance, patience amperation. He feels their patience is fruitfultie context of surviving
the ominous White forces:

Make patience your life's aim; implant it in yourind; this wise you will become a mighty river; natpetty
channel. One should endure the hard word even e®léphant in battle endures the arrows shot frloenbiow; the

majority of people are ill-natured.

Good are mules when tamed, so also the horsesoof lg@ed and the great elephant of war. Better thase is
he who has tamed himself. (Singihe Holy Guru Granth SahiandThe Holy Gita25)

These lines aptly and most befittingly epitomizg Biear’s incredibly heroic character replete withital quality
of patience. His patience serves as a chief andnpateapon in his strategic planning against hisnidable and
dangerous “White” troops.

He will wait now; he says waiting has lived withrhall his life. And as long as he can wait, he widhtinue to
draw every discontented straggler and perhaps swem treaty chiefs, for all such of any energy their people on the

plains this past summer and will be there as lang single buffalo is leftTOBB121)

Big Bear constantly feels tortured and traumatizgdhe Whites’ strange yet properly contrived idleat smells
of “smartly planned conspiracy” against “the simpkarted angels” of his world. The callous offers@hing the treaty -
the unacceptable and illogical offer- is shockimgl gurprising for him as well as for his innoceabple. He is surprised
to see many strange and devilish - minded white meund him and the feeling of ease and comfortichvine
experienced before the arrival of these white mas athing of the older imaginative world. He femgpy for being the
chief of the River People who lived a hard life. &uy interference spoiling the serene texture efrtivonderful and
unique life will spell doom for his sweet-heartegbple. Bowing his head before the White Queen &atthg plainly that
never ever in life he acted foolishly against hésh&s like a disobedient child, speaks volumes®tmphatic and grand

religiosity emerged out of his devotion and dedarat
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| am not a disobedient child. | have always beenftiend of the white man, but | was never a Comp@hief, or
a Missionary Chief. | am chief of the River, thedgtiPeople. It is a hard life | and my childrerelhvAnd now | no longer
understand and feel as | once understood when halidee so many white men before me who spokedanuch that

none of us ever needed to feel or see befd@BB23)

The magical persona of this superhuman and reveester of the Crees doesn'’t leave Kerr-the Clerk aiong
with other chiefs comes for signing the treaty-auched making a strong, forceful mark on him. Adaog to his opinion,
Big Bear is “the real wild power of the Plains Cia®d he’ll talk for every Cree and Assiniboine afmling Dog on the
south plains doing what they all should be doinlljnl buffalo, not sitting here chewing baconT@BB 1)

Big Bear does not succumb and yield to the pressxegted by Governor Morris to sign the treaty -tthaty that
pertains to the beauty and magnificence of his tfifealand. He expresses his unwillingness to ustiard the crux of the
treaty due to its vague and ambiguous promiseBigmBear's views, the consent of his native pe@plbsolutely essential
because he speaks on their behalf symbolizing goeirerful voice. All the conditions of the treatgve been laid without
taking his people into confidence. His furiousnedth other chiefs, who have signed the destructing life-threatening

treaty hurriedly without taking dangerous consegesrinto consideration, is really acute:

That | do not understand. of course. | come frorenehmy people hunt the buffalo and | am told thattteaty is
such and such. | and my people have not heard thbdteaty says and already nothing of it can nghd. It is already
done, though we never heard of it. | told you whaish. That there be no hangingGBB31)

Big Bear, after acknowledging and feeling the pneseof God everywhere, accepts that it is the lgssand
love of the benevolent Mother Earth that he andokisple are comfortably feeding themselves andieing: He says that
his life is the great gift and creation of God whakes grass grow and the rivers run and buffald &l drink. “I throw
back no man's hand, but | say | am fed by the MoHzth. The only water | will be touched by confiesn above, the
rain from above, the Only One who makes the gras® @nd the rivers run and the buffalo feed them@ drink so that |
and my children live. That we have life!TQBB 23). It is the belief and strong conviction of Bigar that whatever

happens he accredits it to God's skilful and dexteplan and unique creation.

Citing a striking example from Arun Joshi’s wondghf artistic creation and memorable piece of éogl writing
The Last Labyrinttwill not be irrelevant here. Like Arun Joshi, Rudiiebe emphasizes that the charismatic and powerful
aura of God makes impossible and difficult thingsier for a person to handle. Som’s relationshith winuradha is
powerful enough to bring him face to face with thesteries of life, love, death and God. She indiyeforces him to take

a journey to the mountains where, according tabledief, God lives:
There is a god up their. “In those mountains....”
There is temple their. On a hill lined with lepers.
You must come with me....God will cure you.
- (The Last Labyrintt83)

Big Bear, in defense of his crime, discloses leispest affections and concern for the white pempist of whom

were his friends killed at Frog Lake. He painfulalizes his diminishing and deteriorating influereamong his people;
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especially his extremely young, passionate and fiepiapeople including his own son. He says “My thesank when
those white men at Frog Lake were killed; | hageatith all of them and some of them were my frgrsut when some

came to my people with news of the fight at Ducké.ay young men ignored my wordsT@BB396)

Big Bear’s pure intentions of always doing goodather people speak volumes of his great beliefhia t
sovereignty of God's powers since he thinks throsglch acts he can please The Great One. But affeurfjust

imprisonment, conviction and subsequent exploitatip the white machinery his grief ascends topesxa

| was away most of the winter, hunting and fishfagmy family north in the Moose Hills and when dtghack
the day before the killing the young men despisesl because | would not talk with our half-brotherd..always
understood that it pleased the Great Spirit for needo good. But this summer with this round iraoud my leg, my
heart is stretched out on the groundOBB396-397)

Turbulence looms large over Big Bear’s tragic fatespite of his unusual awareness of what is haipgeand the
great powers he has possessed in the old worldrded to recognize that his world has been sootighly disintegrated

that even his good name has been robbed from him:

There was a time when young men sat around metemlil was the great chief of the First Peopld.rigwv they
laugh at me. For some time they have been tryinigke away the good name | have lived so long, reowd they have

done that very well. It will do them no good bueythave thrown away my name. It is gone and | am(@OBB334)

The pitiable condition of Big Bear is clearly reled in the above lines. His spirits are severelie§l by the

chaotic elements which are unleashed by the whates/al.

Big Bear, even for a fraction of second, slightbels that they are not such “children of that Almtygand
Omnipotent Creator” of the universe who were “whett” and “discarded fragments of worthless worlding disowned
and treated mercilessly by Him without any faulttbéirs. Believing the magnanimity of God’'s poweklis benign
presence, and perpetual blessings that always hiakéeel that he is not alone in this bloody andwatd world sharing
the aura of the magical touch of that supremely gréul Player but considers it his privilege to likke happily on this
planet. Big Bear's intuition and understanding,tioé powerful presence of “the potent Creator” adilsician of the
world” that can change days into nights and cangbdrastic changes in the affairs of the world, &aasmilar stance to the

observations of The St. John of the Cross:
“In the dark night of the soul,
Bright flows the river of God.”

God's central existence in the lives of the Mentemiis unquestionably and indisputably evident friwair
manner and behavior. Referring his indebtness t &l feeling His powerful presence over his boaly soul, Wiebe’
hapless protagonist refuses to sign the treatymilicrucial part of his strategic planning to fighe whites: “We have all
taken his hand. We all think it is for our goodats all” (TOBB24). Big Bear thanks God for providing food anbaoco
for their survival. He requests Him to pity all pé® who are wretched and poor like them. “You Fste, Spirit of All,
you have given food and tobacco once more, we tlygaok Only One, have pity on every human being wehpoor like
we are.” TOBB335)
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Big Bear regrets the unfulfilled promises madeita Bnd his people which never fructified. In spfeGovernor
Morris’s innumerable promises during the Carltordaty he finds his hands empty. He sees only a fifdce of land in his
hands and sees no justification in Queen's takimgyathe land from them when The Only One had gitleem this
wonderful land to live peacefully. He appeals tthh&Timmanent Will” to create such a pleasant andosimenvironment in

which every man walks freely treading with impodjngroud steps and erects his powerful empire eretirth:

Talking to you | have been trying to understand arake myself understood that lam trying to get hafidhe
promises which they made to me- | see my handmgjasgain and again, but nothing seems to be in énd. all that was
promised | can't see the half of it. All | seehs little piece of land | must choose and then néaave unless some Farm
Instructor says | can go. What is that, when | nizste the mark of such a thing on paper to walkhenland they have
borrowed? | feel as if | choked. | love The One b0l ask That One whom we love to help me. If espect and honour
the Queen because of her great work on the easth,nuch more must we honour the Earth? Is this Qumeere to us
than the Earth? The proper way to live with thetlieds to give each one the right The First One gaweryone man.
(TOBB199-200)

We have given our hand to the Queen motT&dBB61)

The great gusto of Big Bear comes to the fore thinchis refusal to sign the treaty. He frankly saysvill not die
until my teeth are worn to my gumsT@BB62). The saddest part of Big Bear’s struggle agiatme white menace is the
non-cooperation and support that he gets from dismg warriors that becomes a major factor for testmiction of the
Crees. This division within his own community isathihe whites take advantage of to give wings &irthig mission and

empowerment.

The weakness of Big Bear and his own people, spaltif his immature, rash, aggressively violent pamions,
sows the seeds of imminent destruction; People Sleetgrass and Crowfoot the head chief of theil@kexpressing
satisfaction in the temporary arrangement of thikcegrotecting them from bad men and whisky. Signthe treaty
would mean a sort of virtual death and end offtiiehim and his people. He promises to fight far tights of Cree People
till the last breath. His ardent flame of resolegtpining to the betterment and goodwill of his pleds not diminished and

subdued at any stage.

Contrary to what Big Bear opines, Crowfoot, whdthie Head Chief of the Siksika; Bearspaw, speakingHe
Mountain Stonies; and Redcrew, the head chief @Bloods show their contentment, extreme satisfacind readiness
in signing the treaty. It is the sincere realizataf Crowfoot that they had been protected by Wp#eple from Bad Men
and Whisky and many other dangers during the pexfagteat starvatiothat might have brought death with it. Although
he acknowledges themselves the children of theplsirviving entirely on buffalo for their food, tyguickly senses the
destructive wave working against his wishes. Crawfagrees to sign the treaty and gives the soldllagical reason

behind the decision:

The plains are large and while we are the childvkthe plains, it is our home and the buffalo hasrbfood
always. If the police had not come to the countriiyere would we all be now? Bad men and Whisky waéliag us so fast
that very few, indeed, would be alive today. Thdideohave protected us as the feathers of the fniotect it from the
frosts of winter. | am satisfied | will sign theetity. TOBB68)
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The destruction of the native culture owes a gdeat to the disharmonious and conflicting standahe of the
members within their own community as this pavesreoth way for the Whites to stamp their powerfutharity and
ownership on the land. Had the native communitpdtmgether on equal footing for their rights, tWaites’ sweet plan
of establishing imaginary White Empire would hagenained an absolutely utopian dream? The commiisélf is solely
responsible for the ultimate extinction of evergthithat is always dear and sustained them so nwarsigl buffalo, land,

food etc. The Whites exploited the land for the efSimdustrial purposes that strengthened theirissriprther.

Big Bear thanks God for his blessings and kindniegroviding his people with hunting stuff to ape
starvation. Unflinching faith in The Main One is anportant aspect of their lives that gives thenergjth to face the
hardships of life with courage, grit and determimat Finding themselves under the oppressive wbéelnavoidable
starvation, the unfortunate and innocent peopleBigf Bear's clan ask for food. Leaving no stone uméd, God

immediately flourishes their land with cows andfaldes:

Our father The Main One, | have to name you fifdt.things belong to you. Look on our hunting. Alprit
Powers, | beg a good life for our people, | begnfaassing on everything. Forgive us for being hyngthank you have
let us see food again. | ask you for a good runriimat we can kill al the eleven cows and four alhd the calf and the

also which I think is female. | cannot ask more rimeause it is time to hunTQBB126-127)

Although Big Bear defies and rejects the treaty,tlye glimpses of his noble nature comes to the flarough his
disapproval of the strategy of violence and crugltkilling the white prisoners. He even intendgtee them some of the
things plundered from them. “I pity all these whiteople that we saved, he says; | don’t wish hdroulsl come to one of
them. Instead of trying to do harm to them you $thdne giving them back some of the things you pkred from them”
(TOBB 379). Wandering Spirit and his young companiong ip@ heed to Big Bear’s words which is an evideatéhe

latter’s diminishing stature among his people altichately the humiliation.

Big Bear has a personal following of over one tlamgk an incredible number among buffalo huntinge€rget
at Frog Lake this orator has no influence at akroa small group of his own Rattlers, led by hisnasen. He stands
helpless; his great words falling unto nothingtees Whiteman he has personally pledged to protectimarmed, sported
with and slaughtered before his eyes. Thus, toegReidy Wiebe: “Big Bear, | found, lived these canictions, contained

these extremes of greatness and path®3/tice in the Land34)

Big Bear’s diminishing stature and fading reputati® quite evident in the misdoings of his yournggrgetic and
exuberant Rattlers, who take recourse to violeaotids: of killing white people for survival that uttately ruin their
cultural tradition. Although Big Bear takes to tteategy of keeping his patience against the Whytetshis young Rattlers
spearheaded by his own son, Wandering Spirit, itk to this tactics for long and kill the whipeisoners at Frog Lake

thus shattering Big Bear's dream of making harmosielationships among Indians, Métis and the Vghite

Looking like a cruel mouthpiece of the white peopled standing to defend the Crown, Mr. D. L. Sedtile
accusing Big Bear of treason-felony strongly recands punishment for the open rebellion againstGbgernment.
Irrespective of his pure intentions with regardis participation in Frog Lake massacre and hisesim efforts to save the
lives of the prisoners at Frog Lake on April 2, Bigar is made the scapegoat and found guilty utémdrapping him in

the web of unsympathetic and cruel law machinery.
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You must understand that if he was acting with ¢hgarties at that time in open rebellion againg th
Government, and he continued to act afterwards thi¢m, it is nothing, as far as his offence is ewned, whether he
wanted to go the length some of them went; evére ifvanted to save the lives of the prisoners, thés nonetheless the
fact that he was in open rebellion against the Gowent of the country, and ought to be punishedtfat offence. TOBB
359)

Speaking for the Crown and unjustly convicting Bigar of treason-felony, D. L. Scott gives a dediip of
innocent Big Bear. The latter describes him as dhief of a band of Cree Indians occupying a reseear Frog Lake. He
is the leader of the rebellion that culminatedha tlestruction of Frog Lake. “The prisoner is athif a band of Cree
Indians who occupy a reserve near Frog Lake. Haésof three parties whose names stand out prothyriarthe history
of the rebellion as being the leader of it, in different parts of the countryTOBB358)

Big Bear is so innocent that he reels under the tempting offers of Whiteman'’s treaty with ittp promise of
reserved land, Police protection, blanket, food as&lstance on the one hand, and the way of staesidtance by Sioux
under the powerful and extremely robust Sittingl Bul the other. The magic of these seducing angefanis enticements
force Big Bear to backtrack from his earlier dreaithis quasi-Christian faith in the camaraderie #relpossibilities of
some equitable communal sharing of western prhyiéndian and Whiteman. Big Bear challenges andleshoeartedly
defies the whites and their treaties for the lohtjgse but he is aware that white culture is nucaly and technologically

so powerful that they can not resist for long.

After being unjustly convicted for the Frog Lake ssacre, Big Bear puts forth his strong argumentsniaking
his stand clear. He says that neither he had maylevards against anybody nor touched the thingstloérs. He had not
encouraged young people to take part in the troaitecreate havoc at Frog Lake. Further, Big Beslases that he was
aware that his people would die with their bloodBan in their faces. He had told the Governor thatland was theirs

from the Spirit, God. Putting a rope around anothan’s neck suggests that someday someone widhgéted.

Did anyone stand here, can anyone stand here gridvsde words against a priest or an agent? Cgonansay |
touched his feather or his blanket? It was sai@ hgrpeople. | never did. Long before any white rigening to me now
saw this country | had been given to see some shibgfore | met the Government Morris winters andchmers and
autumns ago | saw beside their faces and | saidet@overnor, when he wanted my mark on his pajvargup the land
that was ours from the Spirit Alon&d.@BB396)

Big Bear is silent and does not speak even a siwghel. His ‘fingers whirling under the jury’s noss if such
meaningful gestures would finally make them underdt’ Kitty Mclean says that the law is same fothbihe White Man
and the Indian. The white man’s conduct never coumeter scrutiny and he accommodates himself easdyywhere in
the country because of the flexibility of the ladwat protects him as it is conducive for his surki@n the other hand, the

Indian doesn’t enjoy such flexibility of law andshe depend on his own band for survival.

In order to survive the tremendous shocks of adtyeRudy Wiebe has employed and executed two doiets
for survival- Big Bear’s patience and perseverafgeulfed in deep crises from all quarters by tbevgrful whites on the
one hand and by the impatient, young and courageausors on the other, Big Bear still shows nonsigf pangs of
frustration as he stands tall and rock-solid impgdigure like a true hero. Although the impendd@pm and destruction

of the native Indians is as inevitable as deaththje stoic and incredibly heroic personality éits remarkable patience
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and perseverance in the wake of imminent death.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, the Ex Prime Minister of Indi@autifully exhorts the readers to be like a loisch
remains unaffected in water and a duck on the stréle should not let tribulation outshine heavity @aur character but
instead face it bravely with patience and perseweaSecular and Global Moral and Ethical Valud6). Although Big
Bear loses the real battle of life yet he leavesrlagting marks, perpetual dominance and indelibf@ints on the minds

of readers thus creating a special niche in thegrts.

Rudy Wiebe shows a superb empathy with the prmipeople throughout his fiction. Writing mainly calh

Indians, Eskimos and rural Mennonites, Wiebe depict

... atruly admirable feel for the obscure, deepestdrives that motivate people who have not yetarihdir life
experience artificial and alien by conceptualizargl intellectualizing it. He knows what really nestt to most people the
simple facts of existence from birth to death aegidnd. He knows that man is not self sufficient #mat he needs to
believe in a force above and beyond his contralanprehension if he is to find meaning in liflgnhnonite Mirror28-
29)

Retaining the cultural moorings and identity of #thnic minorities seems to be the principal ainRafly Wiebe
and he wonderfully depicts theses ethnics strugdtinretain this important aspect of their lifegBear, of all the chiefs,
alone represents untiring and vestigial effortsetmin the invaluably precious old ways of nativture. His suffering is
caused by what is happening to the Indian and &lpléssness and powerlessness to prevent the mgiredfects of
modern civilization. The white missionaries, trajegovernment officials, settlers, policemen anldiecs are unable to
comprehend Big Bear’s tremendous vision of NorthsWie which Indians, Métis and Whites can live tibge in a mosaic

at peace with one another and with the land.

Big Bear’s vision of the world, “slit open with unéing lines, squares, rectangles. TOBB409) emphasizes the
inexorable destruction of the Indian culture. BigaBs gradually diminishing stature among his pecglso becomes
evident. While initially he is an eminent and respd leader, he slowly loses his charismatic imfieeamong his people.
His voice is no longer respected in the communityrneils. “Big Bear becomes, Lear in rags as he svallout wearing
only a shabby old blanket’A(Voice in the Land.34). Big Bear is not merely an individual butepmresentative of the

River People and his humiliation reflects the deelnd annihilation of the culture.

The stubborn technological advancement of the ngilization stamps its authority on the Crees azb¥éi feels
there is no escape for them from the life threag@ind extremely irresistible progress. The Indiay of life- a good life
as Big Bear remembers it, ends with their inevitalmisuccessful attempt to reassert their legitimiatets through force.
Big Bear can see the imminent destruction of thditional native Indian culture and yet knows he oat resist the force

of change. Frank Davey aptly argues:

In Wiebe's views there is no escape for the Crem® the vise- grip of circumstances; only Big Bearontinuing
refusal to follow the tempting ways of total sumlen or total resistance can temper the inevitabtiah collapse with
dignity and nobility. In this refusal to accept t@nventional human responses to persecution Béy Bdes on the role of
the Christian martyr; like Christ himself he stubfdy clings to a non-violent but fixed moral startbat with equanimity

accepts the risk of death.
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Thus the least Christian of Wiebe’s novels in itenb content is the most powerful in its Christiaplications.
(14)

Big Bear is both a representative figure and alyfrfor a lost way of life. The Christ analogueniade explicit
when Big Bear after the Fort Pitt Massacre saysid'ffave thrown my name away and | will have touiftat you did at
Frog Lake; my back will have to carry what you didFort Pitt" TOBB228). Thus in his suffering and humiliation Big
Bear finally emerges as a Christ figure who belagscross on his back. Wiebe’s perspective on listtiirms the cultural

heritage and identity of demoralized and oppregsegble.

Through the process of their wandering the Jewseaet the conquest of the Promised Land. The saaels
for a promised land is a quest that the Russiannideite immigrants also pursued through their histdihe trauma of
dislocation, poverty and disease they face alkithes. Their trust in God becomes the most vialdg % survive against
threatening odds. Wiebe ithe Temptations of Big Beatearly reveals the pathetic and painful destoactif the native
culture, their rituals, their sacred places, béaluirasslands and the buffalo centered economys;TBig Bear creates for

himself a special place among the tragic herodseds fully aware that he is fighting a losing Eagtet he does not give
up.

Through Big Bear’s banking upon God'’s love and grand by earning the title “an unsung and uncrowresd”,
Rudy Wiebe makes the world to witness, read andyeap unforgettable and epical chapter in histdihe seventeenth
century saint Tukaram points out that it is the aleg’s privilege to enjoy the bliss of love whileetLord himself is

unaware of his own glory:
What does the lotus know of its own fragrance?
It is the bumble bee that enjoys it.
The pearl lie hidden in the heart of the oyster;
Tis others, not the oyster, who get joy from it.
Likewise, my Lord,
Thou dost not know the joy of Thy Name;
We are the ones who experience that bliss.
(Quoted inSpiritual Link30)
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